How to Setup Wireless on Windows XP 
if and only if 

you have XP’s Service Pack 2 installed
************
XP’s Service Pack 2 is a huge security patch which also completely over-hauls wireless connectivity.  The wireless choices and options are quite different from the original XP wireless interface; hence this new How-to.  If you know for a fact you already have SP2 installed, skip to Section 2. 

************

SECTION ONE
“How do I know I have SP2 installed?”

Go to Control Panel and open ‘System.’  It should say Windows XP and directly underneath that,’SP2.’  If you see nothing or see ‘SP1,’ then you should install SP2 as a matter of priority. SP2 is a truly critical security update.
“How do I install SP2?”

SP2 is a very large download, so you should be on a home network or on Meyer network before you install it.  Open Internet Explorer and go to the menu option ‘Tools,’ then choose ‘Windows Update.’ Choose Custom Install.  You should eventually see Service Pack 2 as an option to download and install.  The rest is very straightforward.
Be aware that computers that are filled with adware and spyware tend to go belly-up when SP2 is installed.  This is because spyware and adware changes critical system files.  SP2 tries to upgrade these files and then the spyware or adware causes instability in the operating system.  If XP doesn’t work right after you have installed SP2, you can roll-back SP2.  However, if you remove SP2, you are using an unsecure and likely fully compromised computer.  Please see my FAQ about Spyware and Adware at www.psych.nyu.edu/shop/howtos.html
SECTION TWO

 “I have SP2 installed”
Before setting up wireless, run Windows Update to make sure you have the latest Critical Updates.  Windows Update is usually found off of the START bar.  Also make sure you have the latest drivers for your wireless card by going to the support page of the brand name’s website.  When wireless doesn’t work for you but it does for others, it is usually because your wireless drivers are old. Seriously, you NEED the latest software drivers for your wireless card if you want it to work. 
************
· Right click on the wireless icon in the system tray (near the clock) and choose “View Available Wireless Networks.”
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· That should bring up a screen with a list of available wireless networks:
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· Choose the option to “Refresh Network List.  You should see the wireless network that you want to connect to.  Double-click on the network, give it up to a minute to recognize the network, then it will ask you to enter in the network (WEP) key to access the network.
· How do I get the WEP key?  There should be a poster hanging near the wireless router.  If there isn’t ask someone else in the area, your program administrator, or email the shop at shop@psych.nyu.edu or shop@cns.nyu.edu.  Only those affiliated with Psych or CNS can use these wireless access points and some are restricted to use within a faculty lab.
· Once you are connected, click on the option that says “Change advanced settings.”  Put a check in the “Show icon in notification area when connected” option if it isn’t already checked:

[image: image3.jpg]General | wieless Netwarks | Advanced |

Connest using

B8 Instant Wircless Network PC CardV3 | Corvigure

This cannection uses the folwing fems:

2 Sl an Pt Shating for Mictosot Ntk
¥l % Intemnet Protocol (TCP/IP)

sl | Uil Piopertiss

[V Show ican in notfication area when connected.
¥ Notity me when this connection has limited or no connectivity

oK Cancel





· Press OK.  You should now be connected to the wireless network.  Check to see if there is an icon in the bottom right corner of the computer (near the clock) that indicates that you have wireless connection.  Open your web browser to confirm that you have web access.
