


Goal

 To study the localization of coercion operations
by studying them in Broca’s and Wernicke’s
aphasics.
 Backgroud assumption: Wernicke’s aphasics have a

“semantic” deficit -- therefore would be impaired on
coercion.



Two tasks

 Complement coercion
 Coerced: The boy began the book.

 Transparent: The boy began reading the book.

 Aspectual coercion
 Transparent: The horse jumped over the fence yesterday.

 Coerced: The horse jumped for an hour yesterday.



Results: complement coercion



Results: aspectual coercion



Alledged localization of
coercion: Wernicke’s area

 But our results indicate a frontal lobe source for
coercion. How to reconcile these results?

 My answer: Wernicke’s area (roughly) provides
the input for coercion. If the input is blocked,
coercion is blocked.








